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Minutes of Aspatria Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21st April 2026 at 6.00p.m at 

the Methodist Church Hall, Aspatria. 
 

PRESENT:  Councillor S Maxwell (Chair) 
 

Councillors: Cllr K Thurlow, Cllr A Hankin, Cllr K Smith, Cllr A Maxwell, Cllr R Gregory, 
Cllr D Richardson, Cllr M Rose, Cllr B Blackburn 

 
Also in Attendance: Mrs K Cooper (Town Clerk), Ms S Hullock (RFO) 
 
 
Members of the Public: Sarah Edmondson 
 

Minutes 
Item  Action 
1.4.26. Apologies: To 
receive and accept 
apologies and note the 
reasons for absence. 

None. 
 

 

2.4.26. Mayors 
Announcements/Updates:  

The Easter races held on Bank Holiday Monday 
at St Mungos park were again a success and 
enjoyed by all. 
The fair has been on Brandraw car park all 
weekend and positive feedback received. 
Staff appraisals for the RFO and the Clerk have 
been completed.  RESOLVED 

 
 

3.4.26. Declarations of 
Interest: Members are 
invited to make any 
declarations of Pecuniary 
Interest or other 
Registerable Interest (other 
than those recorded on 
their Notification of 
Pecuniary Interests or other 
Registerable Interests) 
relating to any items on the 
agenda. 

None  

4.4.26. Minutes of 
Aspatria Town Council 
Meeting held 25th March 
2026: 

The minutes were agreed to be of a true record 
of the meeting.  Approved and signed by the 
Mayor/Chair.  RESOLVED. 
 

 

5.4.26. Confidential 
Minutes of Aspatria Town 
Council Meeting held 25th 
March 2026: 

The minutes were agreed to be of a true record 
of the meeting.  Approved and signed by the 
Mayor/Chair.  RESOLVED. 
 

 

6.4.26. Clerks Report: The Clerk has changed the council van 
insurance to ensure all members of the council 
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are able to drive the van.  The Clerk is currently 
using the van for work.  RESOLVED. 
The Clerk has chased up the insurance company 
who are dealing with the bus shelter which was 
damaged in December.  Quotes for the work are 
being retrieved. Ongoing. 
The Clerk reminded the council the two defibs 
within the town need checked regularly. 
We are awaiting on the engineers to arrange a 
visit to the changing rooms to service the fire 
extinguishers. Ongoing. 
The Clerk has been liaising with the IT providers 
to ensure the council are compliant with 
Assertion 10 coming into play on 1st April, this 
has now been completed. The RFO will have a 
new .gov email address as the Clerk does.  
RESOLVED 
We are aware of issues with the previous 
website domain.  The Clerk is to investigate 
further and waiting on a reply from the police.  
Ongoing. 
The town flowers are to be delivered the week 
commencing 1st June. RESOLVED 
The plumber is to visit the site tomorrow (22nd 
April) to assess what is needed to plumb the 
outside toilet in at St Mungos Park.  Ongoing. 
The Clerk is meeting with contractors at St 
Mungos Park to arrange maintenance of our 
changing room building.  Ongoing. 
A member of the public had complained about 
the litter at Lawson St bus stop.  The lack of a 
bin perhaps does not help the dumping of waste, 
therefore the Clerk has requested a bin from 
Cumberland Council. Ongoing. 
The Clerk has also contacted Cumberland 
Council to ask if it is possible to have a street 
cleaner within the town. Ongoing. 
The Clerk has circulated letters to local 
businesses for donations to help towards PITP.  
Sealy are kindly donating £500 and First Milk are 
to provide us with first aiders.  The Clerk has 
also placed a grant application at Aspatria 
Charity Shop (ADCCA).  Ongoing. 
 

7.4.26. Public 
Participation: 

Sarah Edmondson is currently working with the 
Parks and Allotments Committee and on 
inspecting the trees within the park, feels the tree 
surgeon should be contacted to attend to each 
tree to ensure health and safety.  The park 
railings, which are very old also need attention.  
Many sections need rubbing down and painted 
however other sections possibly need replacing. 
Sarah gave credit to the Clerk for finding funding 
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for the Ninja Trail and the outdoor gym however 
the infrastructure requires expenditure.  Also, 
ideas required for elderly people within the park 
as they do not benefit from football, bikes etc yet 
the putting green was an area of interest.  
Councillors will discuss in full at May’s meeting. 
 

8.4.26. Highways: Cllr Blackburn raised concerns of the condition of 
the road at the entrance to Sealy, Station Road.  
The Clerk and several councillors have reported 
this previously however the Clerk will contact 
Cumberland Council again. Ongoing. 
The Clerk received some proposals for work to 
be carried out throughout the town.  These 
include no waiting at any time (double yellow 
lines) at Outgang Road, movement of disc zone 
and double yellow lines at Queen St, double 
yellow lines at Lawson St and also double yellow 
lines to be placed at West St.  Ongoing. 
 

 
 

9.4.26. To receive for 
information, reports on 
issues relevant to the 
Town from County, 
District and Independent 
Councillors: 
Councillor Kevin Thurlow 

The work to place a crossing at Richmond Hill 
School should be commencing in the summer 
holidays.  The school lights are currently not 
working but has been reported. 
Funding was not granted to allow the footpath at 
Cemetery Row to be made, further quotes are 
needed in order to see if funding can be gained 
from elsewhere.  Ongoing. 

 
 
 

10.4.26. Financial 
Matters: 

i) Expenditure and Income Schedule for March 
2026:-  
RESOLVED that the expenditure of £11,515.83 
and income of £2,364.11 be approved.  
 
Members also approved the additional invoices 
for payment: -  
Cumbria Pest Services - £145.20 - Allotment 
Rodent Control Contract April to June 26  
LR & JA Allen - £31.20 - Mower Fuel 
CALC - £507.59 - NALC/CALC Annual 
Subscription  
Aquatrust - £158.70 - Legionella Monitoring 
Programme - Quarterly Invoice 1.4.26 - 30.6.26 
Aspatria Farmers - £105.72 - Various materials  
Npower - £93.41 - Electricity for Brandraw 
Toilets 1.3 - 31.3.26 
Cumberland Council - £390.00 - Annual Play 
Area Inspections 
Richard Sewell Ltd - £120.00 - To tend to shed 
roller shutter door 
 
(ii) To receive the Bank Reconciliation 
Statements as at 31st March 2026: - 
RESOLVED that the circulated Bank 
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Reconciliation Statements be confirmed and 
accepted as a true record for the end of the 
25/26 financial year.  It was also agreed that 
£80,000 could be transferred from the Council's 
current account into the 30-day Deposit Account. 
 
(iii) Quarter 4 2025/2026 Budget Monitoring 
Report:-  
The RFO explained that the monitoring report 
enables a review of the Council’s actual 
spending and income in comparison to that 
which was budgeted for within various approved 
headings. This monitoring highlights any 
potential areas of concern allowing for corrective 
action to be taken. The report presented was the 
last monitoring report for the 2025/2026 financial 
year and covers April 2025 to March 2026. 
Throughout the year, the Council have already 
discussed the variances which have been 
highlighted in this report and agreed virements 
and transfers in accordance with the Council’s 
Financial Regulations. In addition, since the 
financial implications of decisions taken by the 
Council are discussed at meetings prior to being 
approved, Councillors are aware of instances 
when they have approved the use of balances or 
additional funding received, which is not ring 
fenced. The RFO gave an overview of the net 
position at the end of the year explaining that the 
Council had used £22,213.45 of its bank 
balances to cover the expenditure incurred 
throughout the 2025/26 financial year. It was 
also explained that these figures would form part 
of the year end return which is subject to both 
internal and external audit. 
RESOLVED that the budget monitoring report for 
the final quarter to March 2026 be accepted and 
approved, with Councillors agreeing the 
virements/transfers made within the report.  
 
(iv) Asset register as at 31.03.26: -  
The RFO explained that the net increase of the 
Council assets during 2025/26 amounted to 
£23,019.05. This was due to the purchase of the 
Ninja Trail and Outdoor Gym in addition to a 
toilet cubicle for outdoor 
events.  There were also disposals throughout 
the year including a mower and mower safe, 
Christmas lights, CCTV system and an obsolete 
printer. 
RESOLVED that the circulated Asset Register 
be confirmed and accepted as a true record for 
the end of the 25/26 financial year. It was noted 
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that the value of the Council's assets as of 31st 
March 2026 is £433,347.14. This will be reported 
in the year end accounting statement.   
 

11.4.26. Domain Renewal: The renewal for the domain was due.  This is to 
host the council website.  The cost of the 
renewal is £125+ VAT.  All agreed to renew.  
RESOLVED 

 

12.4.26. Parks & 
Allotments: 

Allotments:  
 
Lawson Street – The Clerk is still working with 
the solicitor to finalise the lease between the 
council and the landowner.  We can then issue 
the new tenancy agreements and receive the 
annual rent.  Ongoing 
 
The Clerk has also contacted the solicitors 
regarding the tenant who should no longer be on 
council land.  It was agreed to progress to the 
next stage.  Ongoing 
 
St Mungos Park – The Clerk is to take 
measurements and photos of the fencing which 
is broken at the basketball court.  The trainer 
wall which the Clerk is hoping to receive funding 
for, will be fixed into the fencing giving the 
children a double-sided wall to play tennis, 
football etc.  Ongoing. 
The Clerk will approach the play park engineer 
regarding the surface below the tyre swing as 
this is shrinking with the weather and needs 
rectified.  Ongoing. 
The drainage works at the park is now complete, 
the issue was a sunken drain.  RESOLVED 
Cllr Thurlow informed the meeting that the work 
on the entrance to the park from North View will 
be commencing 22nd April.  This is to make it 
easier for vehicles to drive on for party in the 
park.  RESOLVED 
The Clerk asked if we could contact the 
contractors to verti-drain the pitches within St 
Mungos Park due to the high usage.  It was 
agreed for the Clerk to action for the end of 
May/start of June.  RESOLVED 
Cumberland Council carried out the annual 
inspection of both play parks within the town.  
Reports were sent to the Clerk and these were 
forwarded to the Parks and Allotments 
Committee.  A P&A meeting is to be arranged to 
discuss any issues.  Ongoing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

13.4.26. Council Policy 
Review: 

The Clerk circulated the Freedom of Information 
Policy to the Cllrs prior to the meeting.  The 
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policy was agreed and adopted at this meeting 
21/04/26.  This will also be updated on the 
council website.  RESOLVED. 
 

14.4.26. Aspatria Sports 
Partnership (ASP): 

Following the last council meeting when two 
members of ASP addressed the council about 
placing an all-weather pitch in St Mungos Park, 
several concerns were raised.  As the park is a 
Memorial Park and the idea of losing a large 
section of the grassed area, councillors feel 
Beacon Hill School would be the preferred site.  
Ongoing. 

 

15.4.26. Old HSBC 
Building: 

Cllr Blackburn has requested the Clerk contact 
Cumberland Council for them to see if any 
improvements can be made externally to the old 
HSBC building at King Street.  Ongoing. 

 

16.4.26. Schedule of 
Correspondence, Notices 
and Publications: To 
receive a schedule of 
correspondence, notices 
and publications received 
since the last meeting. 

  

17.4.26. Applications for 
Development: 

These are circulated to councillors  
 

18.4.26. Items submitted 
by members: 

None  
 

19.4.26. Items for the next 
meeting: 

Sarah Edmondson – Memorial Park 
Picnic benches – Cllr Hankin 

 

20.4.26. Confidential 
Items: 

  

21.4.26. The next meeting 
and AGM of Aspatria 
Town Council will take 
place on Tuesday 19th 
May 2026 at 6pm. 

  

 
The meeting ended at 8.05pm. 
 


