Annual Internal Audit Report 2020/21

ASPATRIA TOWN COUNCIL

WWW ASPATRIATOWNCOUNCIL.CO.UK

During the financial year ended 31 March 2021, this autherity's internal auditor acting independently and on the basis
of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessmant of compliance with the relevant procadures and conirols
in operation and oblained appropriate evidence from the authority.

.The internal audit for 2020/21 has been garnad out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examinad, the internal audit conclusions are surnmarised in this table. Sat
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
significant respects, the coniroi objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate
tc meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

| Not
Yes |- ‘No* |covered™

A. Appropriate acceunting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations. payments were supported by invoices, all
sxpenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.
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C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy | \/
of arrangements to manage thesa. |

D. The precept or rates requirement resuited from an adequets budgetary process: progress against
the budget was regularly monitored; and feserves wers apprapriaie

E. Expected income was fully received, based cn corect prices. properiy recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was apprepriately accountad for.

F. Peity cash payments were properly supperted by receipts, ail petty cash expenditure was approved | : : ’ \/
and VAT appropriately accounted for, ! '

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's \/
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were preperly applied. /)

H. Asset and investments registers were compiete and accurate and properly maintained. v

I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly carmmied out during the year, \/

J. Accounting statements prepared during tha vear were prepared on the comect accounting basis (receipts | T L
and payments or ikeeme-andaxpensiture). ayresd to the cash book, supported by an adequaie aunit /

trail from underlying records and where appropriats debtors and craditers were properly recorded.
K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assuranca revisw in 2019/20, it met the i
exemption critena and correclly declered itssif exampt. (If the authority had a limited assurance _ /

review of its 2019/20 AGAR tick “not covared”)

L. if the authority has an annual turnover nol exceeding £25.600. i publishes information on a website/
webpage up to date at the time of the inlgrnal audit in accordance with the Transparency code far
sialler authorities.

M. The authority, during the previous vear {2019-20) correctly provided for ihe period for the exercise of | ¥
public rights as required by the Accounis and Audit Regulations (evidenced by the notice published | «
on the website and/or autherity approved rinutes confirming the dates set), !

N. The authcrity has complied with the publication requirements for 2019/20 AGAR \7
(see AGAR Page 7 Guidance fotes).

0. {For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitable) ~ The council met its responsibiliies as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authonty adequate contrals existed {list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) intemal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

Loy /_yo,oﬁu. QoA . pL8Y
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clion being taken 1o addrass any weakness in control identified

Signiature of person who
carried out the internal audit

"if the rasponse is 'no’ pleass siats the ifplications an
(add separate shests ii nesdad).

“*Note: if the response is ‘not covered’ please state when the mosti recent intemal audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned: or, if coverags is not required, tha annual internal audit reporl must explain why not {add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2020/21
We acknowledge as the members of:

ASPATRIA TOWN COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound sysiem of intermnal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Staiements. We confirm, (o the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2021, that

Agreed

Yes No’* Yes' means that this authority:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effeciive financial prepared jts accounting statemsnts in accardance
rmanagement during the ysar, and for the preparation of v with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements,

2. We maintatned an adequate system of intzrnzl control made proper arrangerments and acceplad rasponsibility
inclucling measures designed io prevent and detect fraud v for safegiiarding the pubiic monev and resources in
and corruption and reviewed iis effectiveness its chargs.

3. We took all reasonable steps (© assure ourselves i hias only done whal il Has the legal power (o do and has
that thera are no matlers of aciual or potential camplied with Proper Praclices in doing sc.
non-compliance with laws. regulations and Proper o

Practices that could have a significant financial affect
ari the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances

4. We provided proper opportunity dunng the year for dunng the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
the exercise of slectors’ rights in accoerdance with the &’ nspect and ask questions about this authomy's accounts

requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this { considered and dociuimented the financial and other risks it

autherity and tock appropriate steps to manace thos o 1 faces and dealt with them properly
8 " g ] " i :

risks, including the miroduction of inlernal controls and/or i

external insurance cover where requirsd. !

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequaie and arrangsd for 3 competant person. independent of the financial
eifective system of internal audit of the accouniing v confrols and procedures. [ give an objeciive view on whether
records and control systems. internal controls meel the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate actan on all matters raised o responded fo matters brought to its attention by internal and
in reports from infemal and external audit. external audii

8. We considered whether any litigaiion, liabilities or ) disclosad everything it should have about its business activity
comimitments, events or ransactions, occurnng =ither duning the year including avenlts taiing place after ihe year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on e gnd if ralevant.

this authority and, where appropnate, hava included tham
in the accounting statements

9. (For iocal councils oniy) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trusiee we dischargad our accountaiility
responsibilities for the fund{s)/assats, including
financial reporting and, if required . indepencant
examination or audit

has inel all of iis responsibilities where, as a body
corporate. it is a sole managing irustes of a local
B trust or irusts

*Please provide explanations to the external auditar on a separate sheet for each '‘No' response and describe how the
authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheels must be published with the Annual Governance Statement.

This Annual Governarnce Stalement was approved at a Signied by the Chairman and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:

S/ok (21
and recorded as minute refe/.re.nce. / Chairman %N\w"ﬂﬂ
Ch Ok [ 21 (W) (O) o  CHEUL

WWW . ASPATRIATOWNCOUNCIL.CO.UK
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2020/21 for

ASPATRIA TOWN COUNCIL

Year snding

Notes and guidance

31 March 31 March Please round alf figures to nearest £1.. Do not leave any.
2020 2021 boxes blank and report £0 or Nil baiances. All figures must
E £ agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Toial bajiances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 63,071 57,778\ as recorded in the financial records Vaiue must agree fo
) Box 7 of previgus year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Totai amount of precept {or for IDBs rates and leviss)
Levies 66,815 B8.819| receivad or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

recgived.

3. {+) Total other receipts Tetal income or recelpts as recorded in the cashbook less

12,495 33,146 the precept or ratesflevies received (line Z}. Include any
. grants received,
4. (-) Staff cosls ; Total expenditure or pavments made to and on behalf
‘ of ali empioyaes. Include gross salaries and wages,
41.2 4 o A
38,208 +1,228 employsrs NI coniributions. employers pension
coniribufions. gratuilies and severancs paymenis.

5. (-) Loan interesticapital Total expenditure or paymenis of capitai and inferest
repayments 0 O made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

8. {-) All other payments Toial expenditure or payments as recoided in the cash-

48,394 44 257| book less staff costs {line 4) and loan intsrest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried N Total balances and reserves al the end of the year, Must
forward 07,778 74,258 equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum cf alf current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investmenis 57,778 74 258 holdings and short term investments heid as at 37 March —

To agree with bank reconcifiation.

9. Total fixed assefs plus The value of 2l the property the authorily owns — it is made
long term investments 384,187 381.,702| up of all iis fixed assels and long term investments as at
and agsets 31 March

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

O‘ Of #rom third parties (including PWLB).
]

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure nois The Counci!, as a body corporate, acts a5 scle trustee for
re Trust funds {including charitable} and is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets,

N B. The figures ini the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust ransactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and paymenis
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smalier Authoriies — a
Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presanted to the authority for approval

A W lliou
o1/olf 21

Date

| cenfirrn that these Accounting Statemernits were
approved by this authority on this date:

\S ok | 2)
 08]uk) 21 () (b)

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

iy 2
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